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violence, intimidation, armed disturbance, bribery, or
corrupt influence tending to prevent a free, fair, peaceable
vote; that the supervisors of registration, without any
such statements of violence or intimidation, omitted to
include in the returns of election, or to make any mention
of the same, votes amounting to a majority of 2267
against W. P. Kellogg, one of the Hayes electors; that
the votes cast on the 7th of November, 1876, had never
been compiled or canvassed; that the votes had never
been opened by the governor in the presence of the other
state officers required by law to be present, nor in the
presence of any of them; that the law of Louisiana
required that both political parties should be represented
on the returning board, but that all the members, four in
number, were Republicans, and that although there was
one vacancy on the board they refused to fill it by choos-
ing anybody; that the returning board employed as clerks
and assistants four persons, whose names were given, all
of whom were then under indictment for crime, to whom
was committed the task of compiling and canvassing the
returns, and that none but Republicans were to be pres-
ent; and that all the decisions of the returning board
were made in secret session.

Not to detain you [said Trumbull] as to this Government in
Louisiana, I will only say that it is not a republican government,
for it is a matter that I think this Commission should take offi-
cial knowledge of, that the pretended officers in the state of
Louisiana are upheld by military power alone. They could not
maintain themselves an hour but for military support. Is that
government republican which rests upon military power for
support? A republican government is a government of the peo-
ple, for the people, and by the people: but the Government in
Louisiana has been nothing hut a military despotism for the last
four years, and it could not stand a day if the people were not
overborne by military power.3, p. 1744.rters,
